
INTRODUCTION

Swanworth Quarry has been operated by Suttle Stone Quarries since 2011 and prior to then it was operated by 
Tarmac for 30 years. The quarry originally commenced working before the advent of the planning system in the 
early 1900’s and was substantially developed during the Second World War for the construction of defence related 
works.  

The quarry produces a range of construction materials including various sizes of aggregate, Gabion stone, rock 
armour, rockery stone and agricultural lime using modern, efficient, part renewably powered processing plant. 
Recycled aggregates are also produced and stone has been cut for dimension stone.

Swanworth is the only source of limestone aggregates in Dorset outside of Portland. Half the limestone aggregates 
produced in Dorset come from Swanworth and if the quarry were to cease operating the Purbeck, Bournemouth 
and Poole market for limestone aggregate would have to be served from Portland which is an additional 20 miles 
away or from the Mendips which is almost 40 miles further away. 

The Suttles business also operates a building stone quarry at California Quarry near Swanage, an aggregate recycling 
depot in Mannings Heath, Poole and a specialised civil engineering contractor known as Suttle Projects. 

There are over 30 employees based at Swanworth Quarry including five employees in the quarry, three employees 
in the workshop, ten office and sales staff and 15 heavy goods vehicle drivers. Suttles employs almost 80 additional 
people in other activities at Mannings Heath, California Farm Quarry and Suttle Projects.

The total expenditure at Swanworth Quarry amounts to over £4.0 million per year on such things as transport, 
wages, fuel, business rates and quarry purchases. A substantial amount of the annual expenditure directly benefits 
the local economy.
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QUARRY EXTENSION

At the end of 2019 the consented reserves of limestone at Swanworth Quarry amounted to less than 200,000 
tonnes which is sufficient for less than two years production. 

The proposed quarry extension would provide 2.4 million tonnes of additional limestone sufficient for a further 19 
– 20 years extraction at a rate of 125,000 tonnes per year. 

The quarry extension is identified for future limestone extraction in the Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Mineral 
Sites Plan that was adopted in December 2019.

There are no proposals to alter the method of working at the quarry, the depth of extraction, the operational hours, 
the site access, or the permitted level of output from the site.

The extension would be developed from south to north in three phases with limestone being extracted by 
conventional drilling and blasting as occurs currently. 

There would be no new processing plant required for the extension site as the current plant within the existing 
quarry would be utilised.

Access to the extension site would be via the existing quarry with a new vehicular bridge being constructed across 
the Coombe and a cutting through to the extraction area. The bridge would avoid vehicles interfering with the 
Purbeck Way footpath and stream located in the base of the Coombe. The cutting through the field would ensure 
that vehicles would be below ground level to provide screening.
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Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Community

• Swanworth Quarry extracts 50% of limestone aggregates in 
Dorset.

• Should extraction at Swanworth cease, the Purbeck, 
Bournemouth, and Poole market for limestone aggregate 
would have to be served from Portland – a distance of an 

additional 20 miles or the Mendips, an additional 40 miles.
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• Located within the Purbeck District of Dorset between the 
villages of Kingston and Langton Matravers, Swanworth 
Quarry is the only source of limestone aggregates in Dorset 

outside of Portland.
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• The quarry has been operated by Suttle Stone Quarries Ltd. 
since 2011 before which it was operated by Tarmac for 

approximately 30 years. 

• Active extraction has been taking place at the quarry since 
the early 1900s, but current planning consent dates from 

1994. This was renewed in 2013. 

• The planning permission carries an extensive list of conditions 
including for the post-operational

restoration of the quarry. 

• The quarry produces a range of construction materials 
including various sizes of aggregate, Gabion stone, rock 
armour, rockery stone and agricultural lime using modern, 

efficient processing plant. 

• Recycled aggregates are also produced, and stone has been 
cut for dimension stone.
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Quarry survey undertaken on 19th February
2019 by DroneSurv. The aerial photo
combines the February2019  aerial, an earlier
May 2017 aerial and undated Bing imagery.
Additional 3d data purchased as
10m gridded DTM from Getmapping and EA thinned
LiDAR data. OS background taken from OS
VectorMap data.
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• The existing planning permission for the quarry allows 
for extraction of limestone until 2024 with a further 

year to allow for restoration.

• The extension area occupies land sloping to the east 
from approximately 132m AOD to 116m AOD.

• The southern part of the existing quarry has already 
been successfully restored to limestone grassland using 
seeds collected from local Site of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI) grassland.

Pre-extension 
Topography
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• An extension to Swanworth Quarry was identified in the 
Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Mineral Sites Plan (adopted 

in December 2019).

• The proposed extension would provide 2.4 million tonnes 
of limestone sufficient for a further 19-20 years extraction 

at a rate of 125,000 tonnes per year.

• The extension area is located on the lower slopes of three 
adjacent fields. This will limit the visibility of the quarrying 

operations from the surrounding landscape.

• The existing quarry and the extension area are separated 
by a steep coombe containing established trees and scrub. 
This will reduce the visual effect of coinciding views of the 

existing quarry and the proposed extension area.

• A temporary bridge will be constructed over the coombe 
to connect the existing quarry with the extension area. The 
bridge will be constructed using sympathetic materials and 
finished in a muted colour to assimilate it into its setting.

Proposed 
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Proposed 
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Existing 
Swanworth 
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• The extension area lies in the Dorset Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). This designation 
covers much of southern Dorset from Lyme Regis in 
the west to Poole and Swanage in the east. There is 
limited intervisibility of the extension area from the 

remainder of the AONB.

• Similarly, whilst the extension area falls within 
the boundary of the Purbeck Heritage Coast, its 
intervisibility with the remainder of the designation is 

limited.

• The extension area is located approximately 1.3km 
from the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site (WHS). 
Fieldwork was established that there is no intervisibility 
between the WHS and the extension area due to 

intervening topography.
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• Visibility analysis for the extension area shows 
that the Zone of Significant Visibility (ZSV) is 
limited to short sections of the Purbeck Way 

and sections of the B3069. 

• In most instances, views towards the proposed 
extension area are oblique, filtered and 
fleeting.  These views would decrease during 
the summer with foliage on intervening trees, 

hedgerows and other vegetation.
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• In consultation with the Dorset AONB 
landscape officer, seascape analysis formed 

part of the visual assessment.

• A Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) was 
generated to a distance of 12 nautical miles 

from the extension area.

• The ZTV revealed that there would be no 
distinguishable change to the existing view 

as a result of the proposed extension.
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Mineral 
Extraction 

Phases
• Prior to the proposed development’s 

operational phase, initial enabling works 
will include the clearance of a small area 
of scrub and trees to the northern edge of 
the coombe to facilitate the construction 
the gabion-faced abutments to support the 

connecting bridge.

• Stock-proof fencing will be erected to the 
western and northern boundaries of each 

phase as it is extracted.

• The Purbeck Way would remain unaffected 
and remain open during the operational 

phase of the quarry.
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Quarry Face & Bench

Overburden Strip Area

Rockfall & Edge
Protection Berm

Haul Road

Screening Berm

Indicative Working Direction

Quarry survey undertaken on 19th February
2019 by DroneSurv. The aerial photo
combines the February2019  aerial, an earlier
May 2017 aerial and undated Bing imagery.
Additional 3d data purchased as
10m gridded DTM from Getmapping and EA thinned
LiDAR data. OS background taken from OS
VectorMap data.
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Quarry Face & Bench

Overburden Strip Area

Rockfall & Edge
Protection Berm

Haul Road

Screening Berm

Indicative Working Direction

Quarry survey undertaken on 19th February
2019 by DroneSurv. The aerial photo
combines the February2019  aerial, an earlier
May 2017 aerial and undated Bing imagery.
Additional 3d data purchased as
10m gridded DTM from Getmapping and EA thinned
LiDAR data. OS background taken from OS
VectorMap data.
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Quarry Face & Bench

Overburden Strip Area

Rockfall & Edge
Protection Berm

Haul Road

Screening Berm

Indicative Working Direction

Quarry survey undertaken on 19th February
2019 by DroneSurv. The aerial photo
combines the February2019  aerial, an earlier
May 2017 aerial and undated Bing imagery.
Additional 3d data purchased as
10m gridded DTM from Getmapping and EA thinned
LiDAR data. OS background taken from OS
VectorMap data.
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Quarry Face & Bench

Overburden Strip Area

Rockfall & Edge
Protection Berm

Haul Road

Screening Berm

Indicative Working Direction

Quarry survey undertaken on 19th February
2019 by DroneSurv. The aerial photo
combines the February2019  aerial, an earlier
May 2017 aerial and undated Bing imagery.
Additional 3d data purchased as
10m gridded DTM from Getmapping and EA thinned
LiDAR data. OS background taken from OS
VectorMap data.
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SWANWORTH QUARRY

Swanworth Quarry, Worth Matravers, Swanage, Dorset  BH19 3LE
01929 439444  info@suttles.co.uk
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  Notes
Related Drawings: DJA Drawing based on
- Quarry Design drawing ref: 191128-00144-10 Final Restoration, dated 28.11.2019

Issue: Drawn by David Jarvis Associates Limited (CROWN COPYRIGHT.  ALL RIGHTS
RESERVED 2019 LICENCE NUMBER 0100031). This drawing is for Planning purposes
only - Do not use this drawing for Construction. The information contained in the
drawing should be used as a guide to the final forms and finishes of the landscape
scheme. Any revisions to be approved by the Client and Local Authority

Scaling: Do not scale this drawing. Use given dimensions only.

Setting out: refer to Engineers for information regarding setting out. In the event of
discrepancy refer to Engineers in the first instance.

Survey: Original survey provided by the Client.

Services:  Where possible these are identified on the drawings but, for the avoidance
of doubt all service/utility locations should be considered indicative until identified
on site. To ensure those services / utilities shown are current refer to the original
survey provider or utilities designer or Client for confirmation and further
information regarding easements. In the event of new services being installed refer
to the appointed Engineer. It is recommended that hazard warning tape 'danger
electric cable'/'danger services' to be installed over all service routes (to remain on
site) to current BS guidelines (BS7671).

Planting: Plant species are selected and located in line with consideration of the site
conditions, NHBC guidelines and discussions with the Local Authority and design
team. All plants and planting procedure to conform to the David Jarvis Associates
Limited Landscape Specification that will accompany the Construction issue drawings.
No species or plant location is to be varied without prior consent of the Landscape
Architect.

Design Levels: Refer to Engineers where design levels are not shown.
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CALCAREOUS GRASSLAND WILDFLOWER
MIX

RESTORATION WOODLAND AND SCRUB
TO COOMBE

RESTORED DRYSTONE WALL

PLANT SCHEDULE

Scientific name

Achillea millefolium Yarrow

Agrostis capillaris Common Bent

Common Name

Alchemilla vulgaris Lady's Mantle

Bellis perennis Daisy

Campanula rotundifolia Harebell

Carex fiacca Glaucous Sedge

Festuca rubra ssp.
commutata

Red Fescue

Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw

Hieracium pilosella Mouse-ear Hawkweed

Hypochaeris radicata Common Cats-ear

Succisa prantensis Devil's-bit Scabious

Calcareous grass wildflower mix

Koeleria macrantha Crested Hair Grass

Lotus corniculatus Bird's Foot Trefoil

Linum catharticum Fairy Flax

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain

Scientific name

BR 40

15

Common Name Grown %

15

10

Viburnum Opulus Guelder-rose

5

5

Salix Capraea Goat Willow 5

100%
Salix Cinerea Grey Willow 5

Restoration woodland mix to edge of Coombe

Scientific name Common Name Height Grown

BR

Ilex aquifolium Holly

Cornus sanguinea Dogwood

Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose

Restoration hedgerow mix

Thymus praecox Wild Thyme

Trifolium repens White Clover

Corylus avellana Hazel

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn

Prunus spinosa Blackthorn

Cornus sanguinea Dogwood

Ilex aquifolium Holly

BR

BR

BR

BR

BR

BR

BR

Scientific name

6-8cm 2.5-2.75

Common Name Size Height (m)

Light standard trees
(to be planted randomly edge of Coombe)

Acer campestre Field Maple

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan

Malus sylvestris Crab Apple

6-8cm 2.5-2.75

6-8cm 2.5-2.75

30

25

%

25

10

5

5

100%

Corylus avellana Hazel

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn

Prunus spinosa Blackthorn

1+1

1+1

1+1

1+1

1+1

1+1

BR

BR

BR

BR

BR

Scientific name

BR 15

25

Common Name Grown

25

10

Viburnum Opulus Guelder-rose

10

5

Salix Capraea Goat Willow 5

100%
Salix Cinerea Grey Willow 5

Native scrub mix

Ulex europaeus Hazel

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn

Ilex aquifolium

Blackthorn

Cornus sanguinea Dogwood

Prunus spinosa

Holly

BR

BR

BR

BR

BR

BR

BR

Height

1+1

1+1

1+1

1+1

1+1

1+1

%

1+1

1+1

MARSHY DAMP GRASSLAND
TO POND EDGE

POND

NATIVE SCRUB MIX

ROUGH GRASSLAND TO BE MANAGED BY
A SINGLE ANNUAL CUT TO A MINIMUM
OF 150MM

STOCK
FENCE

AGRICULTURAL LAND

Mitigation measures will include:

• The sequential extraction and restoration of the extension area 
to return the land to agriculture and calcareous grassland at 
the earliest opportunity and to limit any visual effect of the 

extraction operations at any one time

• The use of sympathetic materials for the bridge connecting the 
existing quarry with the extension area to assimilate the bridge 

into the coombe

• The access cut to facilitate plant and vehicular movements 
into the extension area will initially be hydro-seeded and then 

restored to mature trees and shrubs

• The remainder of the extension area will be returned to 
agricultural land

• New habitats including ponds and calcareous grassland would be 
created, providing an overall net gain in terms of biodiversity and 
nature conservation. This would also contribute to the AONB, 
Heritage Coast and local landscape character management 

objectives 

• The temporary connecting bridge over the coombe would be 
dismantled at the restoration phase. The sides of the coombe 
at the bridge’s former location would be planted with native 

trees and scrub

Mitigation & 
Restoration
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Swanworth Quarry, Worth Matravers, Swanage, Dorset  BH19 3LE
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Viewpoint a - Viewing south west from West Street (B3069)

Viewpoint a - Existing view with illustration of final extraction phase

Montage 01

a

Approximate extent of extension area
(partially visible)

Affington Lookout Affington Lookout 
BarnBarn

Grassed bundsGrassed bunds

Uppermost extremities of quarry Uppermost extremities of quarry 
face visible in oblique viewsface visible in oblique views

Grassed bundsGrassed bunds

Lay-by on West Lay-by on West 
Street (B3069)Street (B3069)

OS data ©Crown copyright and database rights 2020 Ordnance Survey 0100031673. 
©Local Government Information House Limited copyright and database rights (2020)
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b

Viewpoint b - Viewing west-south west from Purbeck Way (PROW Bridleway 
SE 11/83) to the north of Coombe Bottom

Viewpoint b - Existing view with illustration of final extraction phase

Montage 02

Purbeck Way Purbeck Way 
(PROW Bridleway SE 11/83)(PROW Bridleway SE 11/83)

Approximate extent of extension area

Grassed bundsGrassed bundsGrassed bundsGrassed bunds Grassed bundsGrassed bunds

West Street West Street 
(B3069)(B3069)

Uppermost extremities of quarry Uppermost extremities of quarry 
face visible in oblique viewsface visible in oblique views

OS data ©Crown copyright and database rights 2020 Ordnance Survey 0100031673. 
©Local Government Information House Limited copyright and database rights (2020)



SWANWORTH QUARRY

Swanworth Quarry, Worth Matravers, Swanage, Dorset  BH19 3LE
01929 439444  info@suttles.co.uk

c

Viewpoint c - Viewing east from PROW Bridleway SE 29/19 at the proposed location of the temporary connecting  
    bridge between the existing quarry and the extension area

Viewpoint c - Existing view with illustration of proposed bridge

Montage 03

Purbeck Way 
Long Distance Footpath

Proposed temporary connecting 
bridge with timber parapet

Existing quarry heavily screened 
by vegetation

Proposed extension site 
screened by vegetation

OS data ©Crown copyright and database rights 2020 Ordnance Survey 0100031673. 
©Local Government Information House Limited copyright and database rights (2020)
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Ecological 
Restoration

• The ecological restoration of the existing phase of 
Swanworth Quarry started in 1997, with the sowing of 

commercial seed as an experiment. 

• Since then, other areas of the quarry have either been left 
to naturally regenerate, sown with brush harvested seeds 

or have been sown with hand-collected local seed.

• The aim of the restoration is to extend the area of limestone 
grassland, an increasingly rare habitat, that extends to the 
neighbouring valley at “Hill Bottom” which is a Site of 

Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). 

• In 2015 cattle were introduced onto the restored area to 
graze the grass, whilst winter grazing sheep were introduced 

in 2018.

• Swanworth is now self-sufficient in seed as it can provide 
seed from harvesting hay from the restored area. This 
locally sourced seed will be used throughout the future 

restoration plan phases. 

• The existing quarry is subject to an ongoing, active 
management regime carried out by the current operators 
to maintain species diversity. The overall restoration has 
been successful and provides a valuable contribution to 

local biodiversity and nature conservation targets. 

• The restored extension area will be returned to a combination 
of calcareous grassland, woodland, scrub and grassland 

replicate the existing habitats of the restored quarry.
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• Butterflies and moths  

Lulworth Skipper (Thymelicus action)
Restricted to the grasslands of the south Dorset coast, this species 
flies in July and August. Larvae feed on Tor grass.

Small skipper (Thymelicus sylvestris)
This is a wide-spread species in England and can be seen flying in 
July. The larvae feed on grasses, particularly Yorkshire fog.

Common blue (Polyommatus icarus)
This is the most wide-spread blue butterfly, the males are a brilliant 
blue but the females tend to be rather brown. The underwings bare 
orange spots which are a little paler on the male. Adults fly in June 
and August – September. The larvae feed mostly on bird’s-foot trefoil. 

Small Blue (Cupido minimus)
As the name suggests this is the smallest of the blue butterflies, it has a 
silvery blue appearance and unlike many other blues, the underwings 
have no orange markings. It has a patchy distribution in the UK. 
Generally the adults fly in June and again in August. The larvae feed 
only on Kidney vetch which is plentiful at Swanworth Quarry.

Small copper (Lycaena phlaeas)
This fairly common species is unmistakable, with bright copper 
forewings and large black patches on the rear wings. The adults fly 
though-out the summer and are easily spotted in July and August. 
The larval food plants are Common sorrel and Sheep’s sorrel.

Marbled white (Melanargia galathea)
These butterflies are typical of unimproved grasslands, particularly on 
chalk and limestone. The adults fly throughout July and August and 
are easy to spot. The larvae feed on grasses mainly fescues, Yorkshire 
fog and Tor grass.

Grayling (Hipparchia semele)
Inland populations of this species have declined in recent years and 
this is now a largely coastal species which requires dry soil with plenty 
of open ground. They are often found drinking at puddles. The adults 
fly from July – September and the larval food plants are fescue grasses.

Six-spot burnet moth (Zygaena filipendulae)
This is the commonest of the day flying burnet moths and occurs in 
large numbers at Swanworth quarry as their larval food plant, kidney 
vetch, is plentiful. They can be seen flying in July and August.

Six-belted clearwing (Bembecia ichneumoniformis)
This day flying moth is restricted to chalk and limestone grassland. 
The adults fly in July and August but are very hard to spot. Their larval 
food plants are Bird’s-foot trefoil and Kidney vetch.

• Flowering plants which have established as part of the 
existing restoration scheme: 

Bird’s-foot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus) Wild thyme (Thymus polytrichus)

Early spider orchid (Ophrys sphegodes) Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia)

Small scabious (Scabiosa columbaria): Flowers July – August

Common knapweed (Centaurea nigra): Flowers June – September

Bird’s-foot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus): Flowers May – September

Wild thyme (Thymus drucei): Flowers May – September

Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia): Flowers July – September

Pale flax (Linum bienne): Flowers May - September

Restharrow (Ononis repens): Flowers June – September



The Suttles’ Family History on the Isle of Purbeck

1930’s	 George	Suttle	trades
as	“G.	Suttle	Stone	and	Quarry	
Merchants”	from	Sunnyside,	
Worth	Matravers.

1961	 John	Suttle	Starts
quarrying	at	Mutton	Hole	Quarry,	
Swanage.

1976	 Chris	Suttle	wins
concession	from	Swanage	Town	
Council	and	starts	Quarrying	at	
Swanage	Quarries.

1983 	 The	formation	of
J.	Suttle	Transport	by	Chris	Suttle	
and	Billy	Rudd	as	a	separate	
Company	to	undertake	haulage	
work	for	the	Quarry.

1986 	 The	Purchase	by
Chris	of	California	Quarry	from	
S.	W.	Paine,	35	acres	of	Quarry	
land	adjacent	to	the	Swanage	
Quarries	site.

1993		 Roger	Funnel	joins	the	
Company	to	be	responsible	for	
stone,	aggregate	and	recycled	
stone	sales.	This	year	also	sees	
the	incorporation	of	J.	Suttle	
Transport	Ltd.

1996		 Suttles	buy	out	E	G	
Hoare,	Poole	based	stone	and	
Aggregate	merchant	and	concrete	
recycling	company,	and	begin	
trading	from	their	site	in	Poole.

2002		 The	move	out	of
Swanage	Quarry	and	relocation	to	
California	Quarry	following	
the	end	of	the	Swanage	Town	
Council	lease.

2003 	 The	Incorporation	of
J.	Suttle	Swanage	Quarries	Ltd.

2005 	 Suttle	move	from
Mannings	Heath	Road	yard	in	
Poole	to	new	Yarrow	road	site.

2006		 J.	Suttle	Transport	Ltd	
commence	trading	as	Suttle	Stone	
Quarries.

2011		 The	purchase	of
Swanworth	Quarry	and	
J.	Suttle	Swanage	Quarries	
to	bring	all	elements	of	the	
business	together	under	
the	Suttles	banner.

The	Suttle	Family	moved	to	the	Isle	of	Purbeck	in	the	late	
1920’s.	Originally	from	the	village	of	Bishops	Auckland	and	
Frosterly	in	County	Durham,	the	family	stone	connections	had	
been	honed	in	the	Frosterly	“Marble”	quarries.

The	move	to	Dorset	had	come	about	by	the	demise	of	the	
family	Dairy	business	in	the	years	coming	up	to	the	depression	
of	the	late	1920’s	and	the	offer	of	employment	at	Crack	Lane	
Quarry	in	Langton	Matravers	by	a	quarrying	and	construction	
Company	to	George	Suttle	(family	history	suggests	as	foreman	
and	photo’s	of	crack	lane	quarry	and	employees	at	that	time	
appear	to	bear	this	out	but	there	is	rather	more	
pressing	evidence	that	it	was	for	his	explosives	expertise	that	
he	was	employed	and	this	is	more	likely	to	have	been	his	
role).	George	was	initially	accompanied	by	his	eldest	son	
Randolph	and	gradually	the	family	consisting	of	a	total	of	
eight	boys	and	two	girls	plus	his	wife	Elizabeth	made	the	long	
trek	to	Dorset.	Initially	living	in	a	variety	of	local	rented	homes	
until	the	opportunity	came	to	buy	the	land	and	build	the	tin	
clad	bungalow	at	“Sunnyside”	in	Haycrafts	Lane.	

The	couple	of	acres	of	land	the	George	had	bought	was	stone	
bearing	and	following	the	demise	and	the	closure	of	Crack	
Lane	Quarry,	George	started	a	Quarry	in	the	“back	Garden”.	
Son	,John	Suttle	would	often	complain	that	following	a	hard	
day	at	“Harden	Bros”	as	a	stone	mason,	he	would	have	to	
sort	out	into	walling	and	paving	the	stone	that	his	Father	had	
piled	into	one	heap	from	his	“quarry”.

There	is	evidence	that	George	Suttle	was	quarrying	and	
selling	stone	from	Sunnyside	in	1939

John	had	married	local	girl	Doris	Tatchell,	related	to	the	
famous	Swanage	“Burt”	family	who	themselves	had	been	
instrumental	in	the	Purbeck	stone	trade.

The	Suttle	brothers	had	mostly	gone	their	own	ways	into	
various	careers	but	John,	Wilfred,	Maurice	and	Cyril	had	
all	taken	various	building	apprentaships	and	all	worked	for	
various	local	building	firms	until	the	partnership	of	

J	and	E.	W	Suttle	was	born.	E.	W.	being	Wilfred.

We	have	no	clear	idea	of	when	Grandfathers	Quarry	at	
Sunnyside	closed	but	under	the	guise	of	J.	and	E.W.	Suttle	the	
Brothers	worked	together	for	many	years	and	are	responsible	
for	the	building	of	many	well	built	and	sturdy	houses	in	the	
area.

In	the	early	1960’s	John	Suttle	had	seen	an	opportunity	to	
lease	from	the	Swanage	Town	Council	a	parcel	of	land	that	
had	historically	been	quarried	and	the	Council	were	currently	
filling	with	domestic	refuse.	John	put	the	argument	to	the	
Council	that	his	quarrying	activity	would	provide	them	with	
royalty	for	the	stone	quarried	plus	extra	space	for	tipping	in	
the	void	created.	

There	was	much	debate	at	the	council	as	this	was	not	a	“lo-
cal”	family	and	many	of	the	other	local	quarrying	families	
were	keen	to	exclude	“newcomers”,	but	by	a	narrow	decision	
a	three	year	concession	was	granted	to	the	Company	and	
J	&	E.W.	Suttle	commenced	quarrying.	

Johns	wife	Doris	was	from	a	very	local	family	with	strong	
quarrying	connections	and	roots	in	some	of	the	oldest	families	
so	it	is	odd	that	this	attempt	to	exclude	them	occurred.	Times	

were	difficult	and	the	untimely	death	of	Wilfred	and	the	return	
of	Maurice	and	Cyril	to	the	Building	industry	as	
“Suttle	Bros”	left	John	on	his	own	at	Mutton	Hole	Quarry.	
The	lack	of	demand	and	the	encroaching	waste	filling	the	
void	made	quarrying	eventually	impossible.	John	made	
representations	to	the	Town	Council	to	start	quarrying	on	land	
to	the	South	of	Mutton	Hole	Quarry	and	in	1967	a	concession	
was	granted	again	for	three	years	at	the	new	site.	
Unfortunately	the	land	did	not	have	the	benefit	of	planning	
permission	and	it	was	a	further	two	years	before	it	was	
granted.	During	the	intervening	period	John	was	buying	stone	
from	the	local	quarries	that	would	deal	with	him	(especially	
Wellman	and	Harris,	Ronnie	Lewis	at	Lewis	Quarries	and	
W.	T	Haysom)	and	working	it	to	provide	“dubbers”	(shaped	
and	dressed	building	stone)	and	other	masonry.	Swanage	
Town	Council	agreed	a	further	three	year	concession	and	in	
1970	John	worked	mostly	on	his	own	supplying	stone	from	
the	quarry	to	Harden	Bros	for	various	contracts,	plus	supplying	
a	number	of	Builders	around	the	County.

Chris	Suttle,	John’s	son,	had	not	been	involved	with	quarrying	
other	than	helping	out	when	pressed	during	summer	school	
holidays,	and	it	was	really	by	accident	that	Chris	became	
involved.	

Although	he	spent	4	years	working	in	Bournemouth	he	did	
start	working	at	Swanage	Quarry,	just	him	and	his	Father	in	
1970,	and	spent	the	next	few	years	learning	to	work	Purbeck	
Stone	at	both	the	banker	and	in	the	Quarry.

Chris tells it like this: 

“My experience in the commercial world when working in 
Bournemouth and my ability to talk to the customers meant that 
I could escape the banker for a few moments by being first to 
answer the large black dust covered telephone that sat in our 
rusty galvanised iron shed which doubled as site office and 
chemical toilet.“

The	next	couple	of	years	were	exciting	with	the	purchase	of	a	
guillotine	to	crop	stone	ready	for	dressing	or	to	produce	large	
blocks	(Sea	Wall	Dubbers)	for	Bournemouth	Sea	Front	but	in	
late	1975	John	started	to	suffer	ill	health	having	trouble	
writing	and	lack	of	movement	in	his	right	arm	left	him	writing	
and	signing	documents	with	his	left	hand.	The	diagnosis	of	
a	brain	tumour	saw	John	hastily	interned	into	Southampton	
neurological	unit.	Chris	was	at	home	when	the	news	came	
that	John	would	have	only	six	weeks	left	to	live.	John’s	death	
on	boxing	day	1975	at	the	age	of	sixty	three	although	
predicted	by	the	medics	at	Southampton	was	shocking	
and	time	to	decide	on	the	future.

Chris	continued	to	run	the	business	for	his	Fathers	estate,	not	
quite	sure	where	his	future	lay,	but	things	did	soon	become	
clearer	when	the	Council	advised	that	the	concession	would	
be	terminated	in	line	with	the	terms	and	it	would	be	advertised	
for	tender	in	the	local	press.	The	new	concession	would	
commence	on	the	1st	April	1976.	

After	a	few	false	dawns	and	Chris	actually	initially	failing	to	
secure	the	concession,	it	was	granted	so	on	1st	April	1976	
Chris	commenced	trading	as	J.	Suttle	Swanage	Quarries.

Suttles

Swanage	Quarries	1983.

Department	of	Health	Building,	Richmond,	London.	
Supplied	sawn	stone	for	road.

Construction	of	new	sawing	shed.	Swanage	Quarries	1980.

J	Suttle	Transport	(Jimmy	James	driving)	delivering	block	to	Langston	
Marina,	Portsmouth	1985.

Chris	Suttle	and	Eric	‘Milky’	Wellman	standing	on	the	guilotine.	
Swanage	Quarries	1976.












